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la respaM® to- your Inquiry concerning 
the article carried in the Hew York papers. 
Indicating that the Navy department is investi- 
gating JoseplFLasIh, I contacted Mr. Foxworth, 
who informs me that C ap ta in UcFall, Director of 
Naval Intelligence in Hew York, advised him that 
Lash was an applicant for appointment as a reserve 
officer in the Naval Intelligence and in connec- 
tion with this application he is presently under 
investigation by representatives of ONI. 
i ’ 4 

A memorandum is being prepared at the 
present time with reference to the information 
in the Bureau’s files on Joseph Lash. 

Respectfully, 



D. U. 


L- — r 

/ FEDERAL BUREAU 0? INVESTIGATION 

^ OCT SI W41 


U. %. DEPARTMENT Or JUSTICE 


ru: 1 ^ 


0 / 















- i < _ 


. i ' 


-i 




I - : "~. T 1* /‘JV * %s 'i 'A^i— w«^*i-*'‘ '-^^.»A-*V.'V'i »X_^T >• -.. •» •■;V*;i : ’*'«-! -J *•'••'■.• ■• • 

*• ; r . y vf£v 

• fetw W-0& tol JOSIPH P^ASK. -AW ^Ss?;" 7 

JMST 


'*-•« jogg a Pi 

401 USB 


. S'*** 

•*!.* 


: .;• \ , :: 40* USB .-X - ■-K-^-'-, ■•■'"■-v‘---v u , .^'-'V_/- . . *^- : .-r. - - 

’: '■- ■■ . •„- ., *_•;■ •; vT'i '• ';•£ ‘ '' \~ J Z 1 '. ~* 5r ~ , ^ ^ ^ .- • •-*'* c. •-: ••-.•••.- 

‘".^■■ <! • Iw tph P« bah mi him la Bar Terk City nn nsoMhar v " " ^ 

• t» 1?09. Be attended tha MTitt dintaa High School, Baa lode '*-V':v>V 
: " city, and tha City Collage at Baa last City at whieh aaheal to 

obtained hit A.B. degree. Be latar obtainad hia Master* s degree 7;:../3 
at Calnabia University and tot daaa aaaa work toward a Dorter* a t | 
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^ ^ Laah reportedly joined the Soetallat Party at tha 
Bttited States in 1929 and resigned fm tha aaaa la Septntor, 

-1937* Laah in hia testimony before tha Special Committee an Bn- 
Bmeriean Activities, Booaa of Xepresentatlves, 76th Congress, .4 ! 
Flrat Session, on Decmaber 1, 1939, admitted being a member of 
the Socialist Party daring the above years. On being questioned 
as to his reason for resigning from this Party Laah stated that 
he believed "the Socialist Party was subordinating tha interests 
of the people as a whole and tha interests af factional political 
considerations within the left." Be stated that there was not 
aigr atatamanshlp for seeing things broadly and as a consequents • 
he left the Party, then questioned as to whether his resignatistt - 
Crys tallis e d in his wind during his experiences and observations 
; in Spain, Leah stated, "that it was one af tha things that helped 
^crystallise tha iasae in his alnd." 

f' It is reported that Laah was a naobsr af a delegation 

amt to Harlan County by the Kational Student League in 1932. In 
i his testimony before the Special Committee on Dn-iaeriean Activities, 
Lash admitted having been a ntober of this delegation. When 
questioned by this Committee as to the fact that the Gcsmmnist* ^ 
were influential in the KaUonal Student League, Laah stated that % 
there were Coaamnists in this League and that they had fc great 
Beal to say on the policy af tha aaos. Be stated, however, that 
althoogh he was aware af tha purpose af this delegation, to was 
not aware af tha fact that the ease was under the — flw of tin 
Kational Student League* 
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'vlishwas wpnrtxQ/ a tfttiir it tbs Astoal ii&ldn1r^&^^ ^ 
•f Unemployed Oollag* Alan! aad Profaaa lanal faopLe, • 
bu it* headquarter* at 1X2 bat lfth Street, Bar Uxk Cttf. ^ r 4i 
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"Tight" aagasin* af Oao-b*r, 1933, vfciah 
aatada* wu an* of tha official trgaaa at tha Ooanittoa Against 
Bar and Fuel**, raOaatad that las apt F. lash was a aritr af .v : - 

its Bditarial Co— itttaa. ( A^utofir ^ 
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mwrMk wi ml »»toi ( yi. fn| too * -i£' *■ ' ‘ *f' : H -' vt ’ _V;.~ : 

• tha btional Council af th* Sasand i—riaaa Tooth ^ 

€ongrass held la Detroit, Michigan in duly, 193$, aantaiaad a- 1 ^ 
■oog athar naasa that of Joseph P. Xaah an a rapraaa nUUra af V? 
tha Student Laagoa far Industrial DanooraSjr. Aanng tha afflears '**"■ 
aha attended tha abora convention was Aeasph Lash, aha vac listed : 
as a a— bar of tha bseutiva Oonnlttaa af tha AsaoeiaUaa af 4.:-.. 
Bnaaplo/vA Oollsga AX — n l and Professional People, which is 
stated to be th* collage division of tha Student League far 
Indue trial Denoeraoy. lash in his testinony before th* Special 
Co— ittac on Un-Aaerioan Aetirities adnittad being tha Rational 
Secretary of the Student League fbr Industrial Ocnocresy and 
also aduittad tha feet that this League vac dominated hgr Socialists* 

f?7:: * In 193$ Lash edited an article entitled "Xh* Campus '■* 
Strikes Against War" uhich article was published by tha Student - 
League far Industrial Dwaoorasy* La this artiele Lash is listad 
a* th# Rational Secretary af tha Student Leagua far Industrial 
Denooracj and as a nsnbar af the Rational stud— t Strike Gam- # i 
nitte*. The flyleaf af this articl* contained tha fallowing state* 
sMoti "fight war affectively ah every front and you will find 
yourself fighting for Socialism*" in this article Lash fbstered 
a student strike against war both in the United States and inter- 
nationally. i-r. 4-. ; > -o? •• 










I* v Lush was sleo tad th* Rational bseutiva Secretary af 
th* Anariean Student Onion at its ineeptiom at Colunbus, (Rio in 
December, 1935 * !• has remained in this position until ree—tly 
when be left this group to bacons General bseutiva Sacratary af 
the International Student Service. It might be meted that tha 
A m erican Student Onion is reportedly an amalgamation of two grasps 
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If « l«fi wing Socialist 1»saln»tan fsanded la 1905 aa 
tXoter-Collsglata Socialist F«V "ith an alleged a as feerahlp af 
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appondaately 2,500 and the lational Stadaat League, an alleged ^jjQfct 
On— ilii daalaated grasp founded la 1932 with aa alleged — bei 
Whip af approximately 000* The flrat Aaerlese Student Pni an 
eanfersnse adopted a progranxfcleh wa# la effeot that tha iaailMat^g|. 
wtodante wanted peaaej that they,llke their forefathers, or* 
derated ta freedom had eqaality, and that they aaak education a l '^.■■%^ 
and aeoaonle aeeurity* Zt wsa further determined at thla aaaTaraaaa !^ 
that tha preaant day aaolaty la increasingly denying that these s^9iik 
al— ntary necessities. 4t thla tin* tha Union expressed lta . ^ 

daaira ta raallaa thaaa hopes la a warlsas fa tor* and adopted tha - 
■Oxford" pledge which was tha pledge not ta defsnd the United 
States under anyelrcuaataneea. Xt la reported that thla pledge Jy 
waa adoptad wadar tha laadarahip af Joseph Lash. lash la his r, r-% 
taatiaony before tha Special Crawl ttaa aa Ua-Aaerlean Activities 1 : 
adaittad tha erganisatlea af tha Aaariean Stadaat Balsa hy tha 
an&lgaaation of tha above two troops and furthar atatad that it 
waa an awalyanatlon af wora than Socialists and Co awunl ata. Is 
atatad that it waa ooaprahenaive bacaaaa thay waatad a libaral 
organisation. Ba taatifiad that tha Batleaal Student League had 
triad ta have a waity af arganiaatloaa an tha aawpoa and that soak . 
a oaltad organisation wonld not ba a aawsan dancaiinstor between 
Sacialists and Oowmhiats hot af all liberal olanents af all klndf 
and elaaaas. ^ 
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-laah furthar adaittad aa thla aecasian that ha waa ana' ' 
of tha ppaakara at tha aomrantieo who favorad tha adopticm of tha 
■Oxford* pladga* *? 

Laah In his tastiwony bafora tha Spaoial Coawittaa far . 
Pn~A— rioan Aetiritias adaittad that ha waa tha adltor of tho ; ^ 
•Studant Outlook* t tha affieUl argan af tha Stadant Laagaa far ' 
Industrial Daaooraey frnp lta inaaption In 1932 until lta tcmiaa~ 
iion la 1935* 

■ , •Tha Studsat idn»eata*> offlaial organ af tha Aatriaaa 

Stadant Union, iasua of fabnuuy^ 1936, Tel uaa I, raflaetad that 
^•asph ?/ laah was tha AaaoeUta editor, <61-7559-11533, p.21) 

A 

dbaaph Lash* a aaaa appasrad aa the ballot aa a possible 


candidate for the Beard of IHrootoro of tfas League for Industrial 
Oaoenef prior to Ito annual aasmhly la Warch, 1956, which 
ballot «u loosed to tho toting wliw of the Im«i« tbr Xn- 


according to tho •fight" aogaslno of 
Joseph Laohwaa ou of tho AmrUoa dologatoo to tho HritlwU ‘ 
'Tooth Congrooo, u »r»pm«UttTl of tho Aaorloaa ^ 

Union. This Congrooo woo hold 10 flam, Seitaorlond, in angwot 
«td Soptenbor of 1936, ood woo ottondod by ro pr oo wU Utoo of^U^ 
7 JO youth organisation* from 34 oouatrloa throsrfiooftthn world* <61-7567 

.••ff 6 . •- /^v^s'-T i V-V-}£- • *<•». -t * -sj ••% * '-? 4 ' j i;’- V *'-•*' *•• -v 

Tho Bo r ronb ar, 1936 loom of fight*, ono of tbt ; 4 vrw,.%*&;g ; 
Official organo of tho Aaorioan U<<u Against War «nd 
oorriod on ortleXo ooaeamlng tho World Toath Conformed hold . 
in Oenora, WoitooriJnd, dm August Jl to Sopteofeer 7# 1936. 
this article pointod ont tho dlffomt tiovo hod by tho io nri oo n ••••;/.., y ; : 
delegation concerning poooo. Lush io ropertod to hoto fffoomtod ,£££■ : 
•n pro poo si to tho Cong root oonooralng poo o o and to boro ototod.^. 

•Wo wont on iidoraotLoaal damns tratlon for diooraonont -y 

Worenbur 11, 1936.* (61-7559-A43) ‘ .1. : ^ 

tho Daily Worker of So^tooihar *5, l936/!a orf ottlOlo ' ^ T 

eonoaming tho ouotlng of Hobart H. Dirks, atudsnt, by tho 
cnthoritlea of Colunbia University fbr a reported anti-Waal 
dearaotratlon In frost Of tho howo of President Wioholoo lfaurroy , 
Bailer in Way of that poor, advised that a proteat rally in eon- ; : ^ 
motion with tho aano woo oponoorod by tho Amti.ua Student Union, ^ - - i 
In this ease article, laoh la quoted as saying* ***** otrlke action 
by tho Anoriean Stadmt Union io not arpoctod until all othar r 3 
nathoda hare proved unaaeceesfhl.* Boring thio protoot by tho ,. 
Anoriean Stadoat Union, nany otndonta volunteered to pidkot tho >• 
librery a taps wntil Bnrfca waa reinstated by the school authorities. ( 61 - 
Xaah lo aloo alleged to hare stated at this tins that chapters in ru 
tan othar collages wore ready to hold o inoltano owo danonotrationo - ; 
to bring pressure to boar on Colwtbia Vnireralty for Ito aetlon 
la thio natter. (61-7558-10) . • ;> . . /; -r.v > •;> 
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looording to tho Saw Text Korald tribwno of Oetbbor 14« 
1936, Joseph P. Laoh, Sxsoatiro Secretary of tho Anoiloon Student 
Union, on October 13, 1936 oont a tolagrlai to Senator Bobort K. La 
follotta, of Wisconsin, Chalraoa of tho Senate Oiril Liberties ^ 
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Xork State. In this telegram, Ush ^ f*P?^ * MT* - . 
oat that ha wiahed to presa sbargea againet Senator *•*»*• 
XeHaboa. Chatman of the othaal laraoUgaUaa group an As f 
tSTla waa negativing tha till af Bights and attataing tto 
•; •>• •' fwofcLan la a 
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» oehaal larastlgattaa gran p an tha gmana ^ ^ ^ 
*s till af tights and attataingAs : 
projudlaUl asaaar. <63^7558-21) ^ ?■ 
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w A Uafut iasoedpriarUAa •ialaUw Kaaa *"•**»}«■ s , r 
v -A.,- Vr- .* • - , - yimt 1 q lag this Mating aaa to ba halt at Vadioon Square Berdan „ , 

v M«aw^U,1956, r^otadgaa^P^UA, *»o^iira^wta*y 

of tha Amrican Stadant Uhlan, as a apaakar 4 mi aiA athara | ..fe 
each as United States Saaator Oarald P. hpa, Soman ttianaa, > > 6 

Director af tha League hr Xhdaetslnl Oeuocraoy# ata. (61-7559-372) > ^ 

.> ‘4- :: ■ .. 4:^ i 

A. lattarhaad af tha North Amrioan Comities to Aid 
Spanish Denocracy, Soon 3311* 149 Fifth Armae, Kao fork Cltgr# 
bearing tha data Daoaabar 15, 1936, raflaotad Joseph Lash aa an 
sfflosr af this organisation. (54-525-13., 




• r Uah aas lifted «i • lAr af tha Adalaistratlra 

v alt too at tha Third Asarieaa loath Oongrass hald in 1936, at 
/ ^hioh tins ha vu liatad as tha SxaoaUaa iaoratasy of tha A^rloan 
Stodant Onion, Mm Zoik City* (100-3587-71)' 
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Xn 1936 tha iasrioan Stadant Union puhliahad a raport 
dalirarad hy Jaa^h P. Lash, ita Eattanal tooutlTa Sacratary, ba- 
fora tha Union's Sscend A nnu a l Conran tion bald in Chisago in - 
Daoaabar, 1936. This raport was sntltisd "Toward A 'Cloaad Shop* 

on Aa Canpna". (61-7558-2-18), v. 4 ^ : ' v " ' Vv ’ ' 
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'V •, > In 1937 Aa Aaarioan Stadant Union pa h lia h od a raport 
or artlels writtaa and dalirarad hy Joaaph P* X*A at Aa Utird 
AnaajQ Contention of tha Aaarioan Stadant Union at Taaaar Collage 
AW 7 r «da report or article oaa anUUad "Tha Canpas i r 6 , 

Fbrtraaa af DaMorsny." ^(61-755»-2 t10). 

A lattarhaad af tha Leagae for Zndaatrial DaoDcranjr, 
Inoomoratod. 112 Saat 19A Street, Kao Toik City, dated Fabruary 
20, 1937, liatad Joaaph P* Isah aa a nAbar af tha Board of 
Directors. (65-7559-1181) 
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****** “ tte aooiJkiut ; 

i » w*° thA * * lotter m addressed to * tw^. h - -i 

Xooh i annonnoUg hi* resi gn a t ion and enUlnlag his 'reasons ludiu 
JJJ* dtep# 2 a thli lottor It ii NpcrM that 'the nr « at ^ 
position of tho Sooltliit Party la trulullr #nt of ate!«itk 
v tt* organised working ©laes* both harsond 1 ml ,, *-• 
asserted that tho world ia nor in tho aidat of a ••oc^JdwJriJ"* 
War. Laoh stated that ho eould sea no hepa in aewbattin* thi* 
SL^'Sj! 11 !f tiV ! * CUWU *• otated^hat iTu ^We^Jj, 

JiS^tLirfr r * h ^ Jt* **** * rri * t that tho world later 

^ *&ljlag around tho ooaeopt of eolleettaaetLon 

*° dlaih * «Wtod states, in tho naao^f 
l^jrnatlenalia^ wo aanuo a posters of hostility tmid ill* 
iocUwo aetion. ■ ( 61-75 58-155x10) * a 
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X^rss ^s.^“^^isrST 

J** *"*. ^^wtatiTos told tho Prosidont that WuSi^f 
joanf teoricsns will ho deprived of oduaaUoail and iteSUL.!-. 
ties onl ess Congress passes tho Amrloan tenth tetT /teete**"^ 

^ laah, Seerotary ©f tho Mwrlean Student Obion. 1 © refloated ml 

•""* *T "* p, ” 0Ma ^ — :. 
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The Dolly Worker dated Kerch U/lttS^tentateed te *■»•, 

*•**•» «rged the Dnitod States 

puutxc Siaxousnt, a oopy of whioh was made available to tho State 
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«b lomMr niitol tad urged tl 
«f State to eoopmratewlth «tW 
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hi* Urtlmy Wfon tho gpeoAal Owrtttoo 
Astlvitlos admitted that k* was •«• ef thoae who' 

»peke at tha Vasaar Collage eoavos&len af to« Aaozieaa Student 
Onion la Deeeaber# 1937# aa baUg 1 b favor of tha ahstutownant 


!S#c 3S5^.*?SF: .P\ ■ vi ™’ 

’% * On September 15# 1931# at a aaaa nesting told at Madison 

£*:. Square Cardan# Vtor lark Cit/, toxiah patting waa ^ponearad lg 
-w^^vtha Sara Gseehoslerakia Caarittee# lath waa a speaker along ldthl^u . 

" "•■ such individuals aa Ihcnas Mann# Deretfaj Tbonpeoa# Ha y lt d Drews 

( Lash la reported to have attandad tha Tanth latlonal 
Conrention at tha Cenaunlst Part/# which was hold In 1938# aa a 
representative of tha Anorleaa Student Onion. (61-7559-3063), , 

? ; T likh*» um is listad aa a aatiaoal sponsor af tha 
V if’ *>rth iosrican Caaoittaa to Aid Spanish Dsooerae/ in a lattar dated ''-ff 

1 . Oaooabar 9, 193*. . (100-70 5§h62) r V. :.v ^ 

-fho Ball/ laaord, dated Apsil 5# 1939# oantslasd on 
artlcla raXlaoting that Lash would ha a apaakor at tha Control *; V-. • 

’> ■ '•■•:^>.? ; ’ 1MCA Gallaga# Bow Task Cit/, an Apxil 10# 1939# rsUtlva to piwparo- x &< 

Uans far Paasa Da/ activitUa. This article rsflootod in f area Jr.& 
tion to the offset that Lash had roeontl/ returned fTon the 
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KaadLesn Tenth Cengrsss at Kaxieo Cit/# further# that lash in 193d 
waa Ylee-Chaiman of tha Aaorieaa duagatian to the First World •'-•■ 
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Tenth Congress in Genova# torltsorlaod# and was tha leader of the :.v^ 
first American Student Onion European tour. This article further 
reflected that he was 0 Banker af the Aaerlcan delegation to the ' 

Saaond World Tenth Cangraso at faaaar College# Poughkeepsie# Ban 

*■!*? . 

fhs Dail/ Waxl»r dated 19# 1939# oontsiasd an fc - ~ 
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trtl fll* MMwniflf tfc> Osliad Stsdnts Pun CoaltiW) 

0 reflected that tela Oonaltteo was roll/lag w«* *•■“■&**«*> 

^ ^ "•'''" ’• looamlVi fMM affMl to Bltler aad to s ool lnl. trtlolo £ U 
refloated ttot Jeeepb P. Late node a iteUwii to it* WJjr ^ ^ 

Worker to tho effect that «tho aero united the atndent daoooatre- 
tioaa aro behind President tooMwlt'i pOlVi to* 

it la that tlwpr «U1 to help**, la otopplag ««»•■■**•&; 

' :r loooiA P. Late la Uatod aa a Maher or tho **tlea*l .■■,*$£$ 

Coaalttoo of tho horiMB Bojoott Against Aggressor lotions, with 
headquarters at » Kalian Lane, Ion ftik, Km Tote, la a Uttar 
dated Jaljr 7# M3f. (61-7561-277X2) .a. v-, 

‘P || luted ao a Maher of tho KaUnaal penalties : 


•f the AMxi«aa*L6agus ter* P moi aad Denofrecp, with hoadxpartoM 
at 266 Fourth Avenue, lav York City* lathe lottorhoad of a 

— - - - » » - * — -A fir v rA^ / Zl A is l./Yl • *. ' ivt' 








at 266 Fourth Avenue, ae* xor* c»7i «a w *»wmm 
latter dated August tj 1WP. ^ 5036 - 610 ,^ p^) ; ^ 
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tho hodijr Vorkar # iatod Aagaat *7# lf39» la aa 
Article oonaoralng tho Aaorleon Looaoo for Poaoo aad Paanoroop 
Pmso Parado # ooatalnod a otatoaont aado lap Joooph Uab f ficoeutlvo 
Soerotarp of tho Aaorleon Stadoat Baloa t to tho offoet that "I 
aa oonUdoat that if tho people of Central Boropo rooiot o*froo- 
slon. tho Soviet Onion *111 ho on the tide of thooo roeUtlaf 
•ffrooolon," iaoh« la hlo artldo # la aloo reported to have lod 
a largo ooatingont In the parodo* ^^“755?~5^X* _p^22) ^ 

. 4llvor Kenneth 0ref # in hlo t ootla oiy hoforo tho Spoolal 
Coanltioo on Vn-Aaerloan AotlrlUoo in Soptoabor, 1V39# adtiood 
that ho know Larix aa tho Kotional Ssaentivo Soerotorr of the 
Aaorleon Student Onion. Whoa asked If ho toe* Lash at tho Eighth 
Convention of the Young Coanalst League as a asabor at large of 
tho Young Coaaunlat Loogao of the O e a i nnle t Parlor, Orof stated 
test he too* teat Lash «aa there in that espaelt j* During his C 
teatlaonp before this Coaalttoo, Orof wsa handed a Hat of aaaao * 
and roquofted to ehock thooo vhaa ho has* to ho Coamnlste 
the nsaos that Orof chocked ho holag Coosomlsts, wa# tee aoao of 
Joseph Late. Ao a natter of information, it night bo noted that 
Orof la aa adsltted aoabor of tho Yeung C eo nmnls t League la the 
CoenEonUt Parte, having joined seat in JUj, 1736, under the parte 
of JehaKtete. X 61-7582, Volume 9 ) ' ^ 


.T'-‘ 

4 


fir 

'■s 


'H'yr: 






jjraF, a'lv 






* *Ml toomder/mpen falssppmiee before the tprnlSl^mm^ 

*.-\C \ Coamlttfa* on Un-American Actiwiti.ee oa September I# 
t VfliMttoMd oenoamiaf fats acgaalntamo with Joseph Uah. i» *4 " v % 

- Mk#d whs mas tits heed of tis lawlMB Stutat Union, 1*3^;' ' . ,;M 

fafcUh qpfaetta* fas sWUd that hehaHwert tbs fao orot fai y Mr tkilb* p"$£ 
^fc^.man, sir stlMit ths outstanding leader, was Joseph lash. foam / 

Ifarthsr qtsstloaing , fas daniod that Ush mao either fa me mb e r 
^S'- J V* *•*»* Ccwnlst League far ths Cn—nlat Party* Browder 
2fX *'• ther stated that Ush was a Socialist, whs, hat as as of fats ttiai^^s 
ths m a int a ining ef ths Student Unlaa ms a maitsd erganlsatloau 
V-.^X^wam —e l u d ed from ths Socialist Part/. • He further advised that 
the So cial i s t s wanted a divided organisation sad that Ush 
'-y -'-' -'-ffassA to hams the saao dons, Browder also otatsd that Ush, ' Is.^'^V 
M therefore, qoite friandly to ths C nwnnla t Party, shlafa Party 
!'i* marled ths nnltit «•««» lutiai. ( /.i ndfr> ^r-iV. r»\ /iv-.; _ ?? ' **. £-?- : 


mas Jfaaeoh lash. Boom 
mas si thsr ;fa —thsr fat 
fat Party. Browdor ffar^p» 
s f hfasaass faf fais otaaAl^fprl 
as a maitsd organisation, 

r_ ■» --as : - s * s a.* a .A. V-V >■«.'• •JT 


* i, *■ •?■>*«£ ' 
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jfartsA tbs u n i t od organisation. 


a. 2<6l-7^4o3^e 7)J t ;‘i r i A 

'. USh taotlfiad before ths ftaaalai 


Deoawber 1, 1939, Ush testified before the fagseisl 


y ATn — lt iss an Oa-faasrissa Astiritisa, Bouas of Buproasatstlvoa, 

76th Congress, First Session, as ths Sational Secretary of ths 
Aanslesn Student Union, lew Tork City. On this oesasion he was 
questioned concerning his membership and leadership of many of 
the ©rganiaationa prsrionaly maationed. Bo mas Ismail sfaLy ' 
q^sstionod apacifJLosUy ss to tha Coananlst Infiltratloa smd 
d o m in ation of thsao groups. Tha gsmaral tanor of Uah's tootle i- 
watgr at this time was to tha offset that thoro mar# ITrmwinilit 
slesanta in thoso groups, hat that thay mors mot tha 
factors. Uah ooatinuaUy otrooood the fast that those group* y-> 
mors mads mp of liberal olamanto of all kinds and elasees. la 
.. osaenos lash stated that he has mttor dislike for tho fn-mlat ‘V?- 7 -" 
and tha Ccnaaraist olamanta that moro la tha marloua organisations 
%o ^bdeh ho bolongod. r - : ^ ^ ^ . ‘ 

/•p::-'- . Baafaifagtoa Post datod Dooambar X. 1939a ooatalaod 

aa article oonesniag ths fast that dsssph P. Uah, Bssemtlffa ^ 

- Secretary of tho iaerioaa Student Onion, had testified before tha 
L Dies Coaaittso on ths pranrloua day. this article farther stated 
\that it mas to hear Uah tastily that Bn. Soossnlt mads bar : 
W>sarsncs as a spectator in tho Oanmliteo coam. this artisls 
,3 m quoted Uah aa stating that ths Osaasmista had ■aniaaiet^ ' 
r : loyally* with ths Aaerlesn Stadant Union. This article otatsd 
that dazing the testimony of Lash, ho throw tho audience into 
mawnt&ry uproar whoa ho suddenly hurst into song which mss as 



/r - •*.%..?*;- - 


in article oensamluf tiw dUlaUpatian al ike League 
Peaee and Damri^, contained infeiaatlea Cansarnlag the re- 
organisation of this croup end Hated aaoag a than Jeeeph 
Laah aa a aaaher af tha Beorgadlsatiaa Coaalttee. iC 63 .- 7559-^6 

*•'- .. I. - v «*.-<*.- . i. -1 ,. •-«. V«J*5' : . — !*•" *.•».- i ., . -,%■ i»u » -V&; v' - -» JL. . : v«p»Vf f,/. • i* v'*V' , * v!" * 
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% la article la tha Dali? Yorker dated Deecaber 31| 


\ *’• ti 

I rvflSPpt!*.* 


1940, reflected that tha International ftudant Service Goafexvnee, ^ v; 

lee Brunswick, Bar /tnqr, on P aosabe r >9, *9, 1940 eaae to an 

and with the pxo-var, pro-toosevalt clique under the laaderahip ri .' i‘ 

tf Jeeeph f. Laah, still without an/ papular support fro* tha v- 

149 student loaders ate attended tha throe da/ easting. (61-7567- A) 

,v- • 't:-W 

;f In oonaeetioe with the International student Service, .^-. 
infomatlaa has keen received that Joseph P. leak la aeplojned 
aa tha Oeaeral Seeretaxy af tha same at a ealaxy af 14,000 par : v- v;^- 
/ear. This Service is ra p c ri e d ta be aade «p af aara than 
200 oo liege laadara. Bobert G. Spivack, former Secretary af 
tha International Student Service, has stated that aost of the 
ambers af tha Service are considered liberal. He disclosed 
that Seeialist, isclatienist and pacifist views are represented 
an the laeeative Covet ties, which Oeaalttee deteraiaea the 
polls/ af tha International Stadent Service. It la further ; 
alleged that there is aa indication that the Oeaeanist Part/ is 
in etrang apportion 4a tha leadership and the eonduet af tha Inter- 
national Stadent Service* In ecnneotioA with its aonferenoe at 
tha Hew Jersey Callage for Yemen at Hew Brunswick, Hew Jeren/, 
en Deeaaber 29,29, 1940, the Sunday Yorker dated Decaabsr 29, 1940, 
contained en article reflecting that "The three boards picked by 
the ISS to load dieeu scions en Tenth as Herkara, Professionals v 
and in Public Adolnietration, represented full support for * 

Booccvelt'a war program, both in its foreign and doaeetlo poHeice.* 
this article also eontalned inforaatlen to the affoet that student - / : 
leaders attending the ISS Conference attempted to create a asw . - 
Aaerioan youth organisation free fro* left-wing domination, and . 
that the vanguard of, this aoveaent, aeacrdlng to a repdrt, was V 
eponeorod by the International Student Service. . < .... 


tha XntamatiecMl Student Surviee is reported to have 




w poll tl ss i platform ef its own and that it hat taken no atud 
on eeoh tine ae war ar y me » farther, that ««trtia| to lie 
leaders, it la aeraly attempting to provide a ehaaa a l ter student 
ergsnlaatlens which have W o w dissatisfied with radical g roups, 

: ” mA Wp««i freak]/, that a ni imp will devdiep ae a p ee wit at 
tele Conference, pref erehly a group whiohfkvore adequate fefenaa* '^:^ 

•#' ■} f** r 4s|r $ '£'• 

iMiS ' ■ It ie estimated that approjiaeted/ 300 delegates atUedai^*'-. 

: the International student Service Ceafw a we , which dslagetes eaee ^~ • 
hwnriMi U^i Sc ho ols, eellecea cad walvwreitiee throughout 
the eountry, the International Student Serciae Conference la •ww*:$£*^g§$ 
ported to have ended ea P eoe a ber JO, lMO f with Joseph 9 • Utah lead* m 
lap the delegates toward a pr o d o os s v slt policy. The Pall/ Sorter ->V1: 
for Poss a bsr H, 1940, cent t lead aw article which eoadeaned * 

action ef the eonfereaee ae an attempt th "awing etodent support ' r &U-$k 
behind the Sooeevelt profran af ell aid to Britain, to find mu 
support ter a prograa ef forced labor ecape end to haild eppcaltiaa^l^ 
to the Aaerlean Student Dnlxw. Ale mmm article in the Pell/ 

Worker ooe ylaln ed that the leadera af tea Cfafereoice "sought to ^ 
pat ower the Wlliea Allen White Um*. ^ 

/; *C?, V-; •••: • ..... •:<; . • .. V >. ■ t-S.y X] 

V The Dai 1/ Worker dated finaary l> 1941, contained 
article which reflecte teat a plan to incorporate the Satieaal 
Student Federation of Aaserioa into the International Student Ser- 
vice, for which organisation Leah ia now General Xetlonal Executive 
Secretary, wae rejected by the Kational Student Federatien ef 
America delegates at the International Student Aiwiud Gonrantiaa 
in Sew Brunswick, Sew Jersey, ea Peceaber 2d, 29, 1940. This 
article farther stated that this aerger wae the proposed plan of — 
Joseph Lash end Mm Darnell, Sstional Student Federatien at teeviea'''^’ 
Freeideat. ( 61 - 7567 - 4 ) f 

r,;> V i : ;,'V^ 

At the w a stin g ef the Aaerieea Xouth Congress held at 
turaar*a Arena, Washington, D. 0«, an February 9, 1941, Lech, who 
wae a representative ef the International Student Serviee of *ew 
Zerk, appeared ae a speaker, at which tine he stated, •Preserve - 
peace. Aid England. Z a* la favor at tee Lend-Lease Pill. In 
1939 Joseph Caddcn announced teat the Aasrlean loath Oengreet was : :V%j 
In favor ef aid to fagland, hot today they ere opposed. X an not. 

X belioro ia national defenaa. I bella yc in fill support to those" " 




MBNuid. tad Z raftaa tad jm thoa I4 rtfiwt at f pmm •«•** 

Tha Awrloaa loath Caafrata* ataad toda? 4a 

aaaflltfnnti apas tha Onwraant k jn g 1 a a d» and that 

m »t ho aatahttahad hafwra jpoaaa 
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la had. Z fivo aapport to ftajlaad la tha yyaatf o •f. t ** u ** f ‘* 
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taod Mil.* It la rapc rtad thatrttar 
mm «tt«M U*hU «Mte mnbl t»*ttlt *»»r 
u-*’4" lastb Oaocraaa. It ku kw atatad that Ulk WMUl 
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le&rrai Bureau of inar«tigit .. 
finiteh Itatn Bepartment of luitire 
Washington, 9 l €. 


EATtOEO . 


November 25, 


Timet 10*55 A. If. 


MEMORANDUM FOR UR. LAUD 




Ur . Rhea Whitley of ONI called and inquired 
n if the Bureau had any information concerning Joseph P. 
U Lash w ho is an applicant for a commission in the Naval 
Reserve and who is being investigated in that connection 
•by ONI, I told him we would have a memorandum prepared 
on anything we might have concerning Lash and that the 
material would be given to him personally. 


If; 5, 






ery truly yours. 


Edward A, Tamm 


Usz izJiiid. - g 

pEOBUt MW.su DF iWrtSTIGMIM 

! 2 /AN 1 1942 

3 nF FWiarsT DF JuSTitf 
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November 26, 1941 

Me. 

memorandum for i m. e. a. 



•ft. ftoftw __ 
Mr. Cut. Tim 


Mr. Mill 


Mr.l 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINW 
HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED 

JflTF //- 7-M-. BY 

Reference is saute to your memorandum of November 
25, 1941, requesting a memorandum which is to be turned 
over to Mr. Rhea Whitley of ONI summarizing the informs- 
q tioa in the files of the Bureau relative to Joseph P. 
lash , who you state is an applicant for a commission in 
the Naval Reserve. 

There is attached a copy of a summary memo- 
randum prepared and submitted to you on October 28, 1941, 
relative to this indivi du al. A search has been made of 
the Bureau files for any additional information received 
since the preparation of the attached summary, and it was 
found that since that date certain information was received 
which is already in the summary. ; * 

Respectfully, 


ttlu tab 


D. M. Ladd 


Attachment 





'Mr. E. * Tm 


©fltce uf tfpJUtenfg (Sntrral 
v Washington JLC 


January 10, 1942 


UEIaGEUkKDaU FOR UR. HOOVER 


Attached is a copy of a letter s 
from Mrs. Roosevelt with respect to Jo^Lash. 

IBill you let me know what our files 
show; and in your dissertatdmascertain what 
Colonel Donovan and the Dies Committee may 


have. 




Francis Biddle 
Attorney General. 


[Mr* Nichols 
[?Ir:Trccy-««.. 


[ Mr. Ccrnoa , 


Mr. Hendon 

r.!r. KcScs&a 

Mr. C/ilaa Tcaa.... 

Mr. Kwee ... ...... 

Cativ 




'T"' 


recorded 

A 

iKDEZEi- 


DESTKOYEO 




- / . ■•/I . 
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EKML RJKAU CF WVESTKWW 

1 JAN\l9 1942 

US.KPASfWEKT OF AJST1CE 



OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE 

v 

Washington, Du C. 

January 9, 1942 

> <b 


Ur dsarttr. Attorney Genenfl. t ' . 

•, • • •; •••••• ■: ' - | ' 

I lender if it would be possible for yon to run down for ae 
through the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Colonel Donovan's Naval 
Inspectors, and the Dies Committee, what they really have on joe Lash. 

Be turned in to the Navy the absolute truth on all his former 
connections — that he had never signed a Communist Party card, that he 
had, however, been very dose to the Party, and he told them all that he 
had made a break with them at the time of the Nazi-RnssLan Pact, ani 
since that time had never done anything but work for those who upheld the 
interests of this country. I know this to be so, both in his public and 
private situation. I think to hound someone who has lived up to htp 
convictions is really unwise procedure. He was not accepted by the Navy, 
but was never told why. I feel quite sure it was because he was so honest 
in telling of his former connections. 

His investigator told someone that the people who knew him, 
like Dr. William Allen Neilsen, ex-President of Sknith, and Dr. Alvin 
Johnson, were high in their praise of him, but that others gx>ke of his 
former connections. 

It has a very bad effect upon youth in general when they thihk 
something unjust is being done, There people have honestly lived up to 
their convictions. I am seriously worried, not about what will be done 
to Joe, for practically the thole board of International Student Service 
is back of him, because he has done such very good work for them as their 
General Secretary, but I am worried for the effect it will have on the 
groups with which he has been 'working. 

i. Today, I got a message from our Youth Activities representative 
Kiss JaneJySeaver^ which reads as follows: 

n I thougit that you would want to know that Mr. Robert 
E. Stripling, who is Special Investigator for the Dies 
Committee, phoned to find out if Joe Lash were employed 
fcy us. I said no. He went on to ask if he were serving 
in any capacity at all with our division. I told him that 
Joe was serving in an advisory capacity on our Executive 
Committee along with the others (mentioning the names). 

He waited to know if he were receiving remuneration. I 

— told him he was getting expenses. I don't know that all 

this means, but I hope it doesn't mean trouble for Joe." 





' This kind of thing is bad for all young people, particularly 
if they know and admire the character of the person involved* I would 
stake everything I have, and so would ay -ecu, Franklin, Jr., who worked 
with Joe in the last campaign and who offered to write a letter to the 
Navy saying that he is a high, idealistic young can, thirty odd, who 
perhaps was too radical when he was young, but who will always work for 
the good of the majority of the people as far as all interests are 
concerned* 


He is a Jew* perhaps, that is one more reason why I am con- 
cerned not to see him unjustly treated* 

If they have something convincing outside of the things which 
he wrote as a youngster when organizing thejK merican stu dent Un ion, 
which he also left when it became oontrolleaby the Communists, I would 
like to know what it is, and I certainly think it would be fair for him 
to know. 

I am doing this not because of one individual. I am doing it 
because of its effect on many young people. 

Very sincerely yours, 

/s/ Eleano Roosevelt/ 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Assistant Director 


The Honorable Francis G. Biddle 
The Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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On Irityair 15/1938. he «M (tporUd Wkl gifiw'tf 
''- :v —•' an Appeal issued 1 y the Cossittee for Boycott Against Japanese '• 




'v ; v.>.yf X , - • On March 17, 1938. it sms publicly announced /h*t be was 

a speaker at an anti-Waal rally under the apapleaa of th# Aserloan jp^$ 
•^•^/^-■/leeiee for heaca and Seaocraey. '-5 

^Oa'-Vrt ^ '.. 6a lurch 29. 1938, it eas publicly annouiwed that be was *\M£§ 
speaker an behalf of the Medical Bureau and Worth Aaarleen Cosnlttee **•'* " 

to Aid Spanish Denocraey. 


' v * •-■ qh apdi 21, 1938, it eas announced that he eae a speaker en 

V.-v ...;•• 6 April 29, 1938, it eas publicly annsuaoed that lash would . -.1 

Mf a speaker at the Vnited Ihy Bay pally 1? Bte Tort City. ■ % 


; i •!.' * ■*> 


-. *V ' J*v ■- "'X 


b bJi 1938, Uah eae a apenaor ef the China lid Council. G,^- 
Xn duly, 193S, ha was a national sponsor ef the Hedieel V 

n We . . e - e. e . . _ . . . . * . m e " 


X.Vvi//. v: ' - Mi was a contributor bf artielee In the *lev Magees" for . 

* ; feptes bar 6, 1938, and October 4, 1938, ;^-;:*vvv ; 

' >" r £•; >-X. . ; 

/'■■" Jr^V'-? In 1939 he eas Executive Secretary ef the Aadirlean Studetti 

, ; .-v .;K /y ... \ />• 

According to an artiele appearing in the "Daily Worker" 
January A, 1939, pega 2, Laah thezdced the "Daily Worker* for its 
eeverage ef a eenventien of the Aasrieen Student Stolen. 

In January, 1939. he eas an en dorse r ef the Aserieaa 



* • /.V> i> .-» .* V J Si-./,?V 't *. •-•- V * 




*0, 2939. 


A contributor of an artisle to 


. •• •::> ■v’-' 


'•-Cits 3*' * ;,v V ?••-> ■»^ ' • ipiV. * 

» * tfro— nUtl T< >t Urn to tto Inari ssn Tenth 


•a Wy 1-5# 2919* 


■tor af tto •:*••%.. ■ 


.*• 
V. • • 

t* • • • . 1' * 


Za Wjr, 1939# to ■» reported to to ft a aa b cr of tto ^ 
Rational Coftdttw of tto torieu Lng«i fttr Peace and Democracy* 

It should to aetod that la to o — b ar, 2959# Jtoeph P. La] 
testified before tto lkLaa Cessaittee, and tto taoct of tala testlnony 

M m. A - a _ A m * m • ^ a. am am. _ -a ^ 


■v. to# ftoivsa, reported la tto om«UX published raearda af tto 
Oa«Blttaa* -v..* vy ... 



Aa reflecting tto attltuda af laah toaard tto Am rloan 
loath Congress, tto Aaaricftn 8tudant Onion and tto Cossmnlst Party 
ainoa tto tol« Awitt toot and tto subsequent invasion af tto 
Soviet Union which oooorrad ea Jons 22, 1942, tto fllaa af thi# . 

Baraau raflaet that Xftah la tto author af aa article atylad "*ew 
Directions for loath" which appeared in tto October, 1941# leaua of tto 
publication "Tbroahold." In this artiola Xaah aritiolaaa too a»— * 0 * ^ 
Student Union and tto AMrioan Tooth Congraaa and rafora to tto 
"political aoaaraaulta" af tto Anorioan Tooth Congraaa* Iaah oonaludaa ^ 
that an aaOyaU af tto changing p ol itical positions of tto Aaerioan 
Toath Congraaa, partieularJy ainoa tto attack upon tto U.S.S.B. "aakoa 
it clear that tto bade and determining eonal derations with tto Toath 
Congraaa lcadara la Soviet policy and intaroata*" 

laah pointed oat that tto reason for tto aplit in tto Aaarlaaa 
Student Uoian at Chrlatnaa Una in 1939# roanltad trim lesnoa growing 
oat of the tosi-Sovlet pact* laah asserts that as a result af this 
aplit "tto Coaaunleta walked off with tto organisation." „>■ ■ 

In speaking af the Ccaimnlst HrXj ganorally, Xaah has observed! 
"C o o n union identifies tto lntorssta of hananity with tto interests of 
tto Sorist Onion, which in prsctioe swans with tto intersats of tto 
gorsmlng elique la tto Soviet Onion) as a consequence, Conranlst parties 
abroad In sffeot beoone propaganda agents for tto foreign office of tto 
O.S.S.H* Becauee defenee of the Soviet Onion le tto priaary article in 
the Soriet faith, Cowrordea toeenee not neredy a doctrine of econoeilo 
reorganisation but an apology for tto defenee of tto totalitarian 
aspect* of the Soviet fiegias*" 






far the 


Nil 


^ [2 ■■,. Federal Bureau of InTaitigitloo la conducting bo : " r''«- ^V-Xv^ 

••^f v ^. : ' •?■-•".;'■ ®F Jteroph F, Dash. Ho wever , on January 14 . £942* 

*» «ppointed>o *:.,, " 


v.:-- v ;:-r-;i'>:;.' 


p ®J i J io ^ ln *5* of Cl Villon Defense*: Xa new of thlf report. **#•&$’ 

inforoatioo contained 1* the files of the 

•;X •: f **^^ *** ^ will bo necessary for this Bureau to undertake an y.-.. y 

1,w **^§S'ti«n «f I*«b under the provision of Public Lav so. lie. 'X 


: . . — » — *»r uui Bureau oo naertase an 

investigation of Lash under the provision of Public Las So lie 

irevljing the ^oy^nt elth thToffiee n 

verified, and in the absence of contrary instructions froa you. 




7*;> VS**'. 




Respectfully, 

j. Edftar buu<*i'. •, ,.'V f 


#ohn Bdgar Hoover / .-v; 
„ v Director fc' r ; v .'V* 








EBMtfar 


federal fiurcau of inoMtiptian 
finiteti §tat» Settartmrat of Iu0tin 
fflasljingtan, tL C- 

Jaruaxy 24, 1942 




MEMORANDUM FOR 


fie* JOSEPH P. TASK 


a# 

*»• 


ftp) 


Ur ke ®^fg "ith your request, I interviewed 

wf* Strxbling of the Dies Committee and obtained fraa 
h^airof the information in the possessi^^f tST 
Comadttee concerning Joseph P. Lash. Thie information 

- mru a.g&r. 

sn^sr “* sr ---‘ » ss? 

K. E. Me Intire 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


-otisHC 05 ™ 180 * 
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? 4t this 'tine 2 called Ur* Charlie Coffey, Secretary ■ '• . 
^to tfte 4t:pr»ejy Sonerol/ and as. ted him Ho tell the Attorney ?*■ 
General that the FBI hae not and tm not mating an Invest i- 
yataon •/ a acn by the none of Lash, I ^explained fro ifr 0 
Coffey that the Attorney General had preciously a iked me to 
check on thte matter ae the Attorney General had Been re» 
quested by Mrs* Roosevelt to find out a&o*t thin* 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wasnington, D. C. 
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'• I have your litter of January SO, 1 942* «illi 
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' josepP^s h, foner national secretary of the American Students union, 
Trtuch is a communist putfit, and who has been closely associated idth !!rs. 
F ranklin D. Roosevelt, is now serving as a member of the Advisory Committee 
*f the Youth Division of the Office of Civilian Defense. Thus, another! 
Communist leader goes on the government pas-roll. 
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